
 
 

 
 
  

Business Office 
 

1400 Lowell Road, Concord, MA 01742-9122  

t. 978.371.6585 f. 978.402-1422 mcrozier@mxschool.edu 

May 8, 2017 

Ms. Elizabeth Hughes 
Town Planner 
Town of Concord 
140 Keyes Road 
Concord, MA 01742 
 
Dear Elizabeth:  
 
Enclosed is a Memorandum prepared for the Zoning Board of Appeals by Jeffrey Angley in 
support of the Industrial Tower and Wireless, LLC application.  The Memorandum, to which 
Middlesex School and our counsel, Tom Swaim have had significant input, addresses some of 
the questions raised by the ZBA at the April 13th hearing.  Mr. Angley’s Memorandum provides 
all the necessary detail regarding the alternate site analysis within the existing and clearly 
defined wireless overlay district, and the implications of the Telecommunications Act of 1996.  
 
This letter addresses several other points that were raised either by members of the ZBA or by 
residents of Bartkus Farm Road.  While we respect the right of the residents to speak in a public 
forum, and have the utmost respect for the members of the ZBA, we felt it was important to 
clarify several points that were made that we feel were inaccurate and prejudicial.  
 

1) Public process 
 
Residents of Bartkus Farm Rd. spoke repeatedly about the fact that the “only heard about this 
project from abutter notifications.”   ITW and Middlesex School followed all necessary 
communication requirements with all of the abutters to the project, including delivery of 
certified mail notification to the residents of Bartkus Farm Rd.  As such, and throughout this 
process, ITW and Middlesex School have clearly and strictly adhered to the well-established 
Board review process in the Town of Concord.  
 
Several residents of Bartkus Farm Rd. were obviously not familiar with similar processes 
followed by the Town of Concord’s Natural Resource Commission. Middlesex School has been 
involved in discussions with the NRC regarding a potential site for the monopole since 2015, 
and we take very seriously the complexity and care with which the NRC manages the 
enforcement of the Wetlands Protection Act, and the management of the environmentally 
sensitive border vegetated wetlands that surround the Middlesex School campus.   
 

2) Financial considerations  
 

Members of the ZBA Board also asked near the end of the hearing about financial 
considerations related to the wireless leases. Current lease payments to the Middlesex School 
total $58,800 annually; lease payments to the School will actually go DOWN with the 
installation of the new monopole to compensate ITW for the capital outlay necessary to erect 
the new tower.   The financial gain from the execution of wireless leases is not material to 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Middlesex School.  Good, reliable wireless infrastructure serves as a critical link in the School’s 
safety and security plans; a key node on the emergency communication infrastructure of the 
Town of Concord and Carlisle Police and Fire Departments; and as a critical service to residents 
of the Town of Concord, residents of the Town of Carlisle, residents of the Town of Acton and 
hundreds of commuters who drive along Lowell Road every day.  
 
We are grateful that the ZBA recognized clearly the imperative of the School to re-locate the 
wireless infrastructure from the existing smokestack, given the re-development of the Facilities 
& Operations Building into the Rachel Carson Music and Campus Center, and the accompanying 
change of use.  The ZBA also recognized clearly the wireless coverage gap that would result for 
customers of AT&T, Verizon and TMobile from the removal of the wireless infrastructure on the 
smokestack.  Mr. Swaim and I, in addition to the Industrial team, look forward to addressing the 
remainder of the ZBA ‘s questions on May 11.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 

 
 
Matthew E. Crozier 
Chief Operating Officer 
 
enclosure 
 
Cc:  M. Thomas Swaim, Holland & Knight, LLC  
 Jeffrey T. Angley, Phillips & Angley  
 

 


